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chafing under the lassitude of enforced peace and the ignominy of frontiers restricted in the general interests of Europe, does not command much natural sympathy. But it was part of the singular history of the Napoleonic memory that it became associated with liberal ideas in France and with national hopes in Italy and Poland, When Europe was given over to the autocrats, the faults of Napoleon were forgotten and his merits called,to mind. Over and against the petty conventions of court and caste he stood out as the supreme type of unaided human energy mounting to the highest pinacle of fortune, and moulding the destiny of the world. It was forgotten that he had tried to manufacture a new nobility, that he had introduced privileged entails, that he had married an Austrian Archduchess, and copied the stiff ceremonials of Spain in Italy and of the Ancien Regime in France. In the sentiment of the common people he remained the Little Corporal sprung from nowhere, of the same hurhble clay as themselves, an everlasting proof that for the highest tasks of war and government it is not blue blood that is wanted, but the brain, heart, and nerve of the heroic man. So conceived the Napoleonic memory was at once a valuable safeguard against a possible reaction to the Ancien Regime and an important auxiliary to liberal ideas* The mischief was that this democratic and wholesome sentiment did not exhaust the content of the Imperial tradition, but was allied in it with the evil precedents of domestic tyranny and military expansion. The Second Empire was a testimony both to the living power of Napoleon's name and to the vitality of the ideas which were assumed to be associated with his system: and perhaps it is true to say that no catastrophe less complete than the Prussian War of i870 would have been availing to exorcise the passion and lust of conquest which, having been aroused by the triumphs of the Revolution and the Empire, could not at once, as Alfred do Vigny shows us, be sent to sleep, but continued for half a century to vex and inflame the political conscience of France;
Outside the frontiers of France the system of Napoleon seemed to be most firmly secured in the Picdmontese, Rhenish, and Belgian departments of the Grand; Empire, Of these